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a ; : Much of the defense offered in Nix- 

a xeerpred = on’s behalf was. presented eeu 
by top former presidential aides in tes- 

timony to the Senate Watergate Come: 

mittee. But the evidence released yes- : 

terday does include an “eyes. only’! 
memo written by Richard Helms, then , 
director..o€ the Central Intelligence | 
Agency, to. bis: leputy Vernon B.. - Walt: | 
ters. - is 


In this memo ‘Helms: said the “CIA 
had requested: the Federal ‘Bureau of 
Investigation. to “desist from. expand- 
ing this Watergate investigation«into . 
other areas which may. well, eventu- ; 
ally, run afoul of our operations. 


‘The -memo was presented. by St. 
Clair in: behalf of the President’s con- 
tention that he had been fearful that a 
Watergate probe -would expose le 
lated CIA activities. she 


Helms wrote the memo to Walters to 
_ brief him-.on a forthcoming meeting .; 
with BL Director L. Patrick Gray in | 
which Walters was to represent Helms. | 
In the ‘memo elms said he already 
had instructed two subordinates in ad- | 
vauce’ of the meeting that the CIA | 
stould “distance itself” from the inves- 
tigation. . are 


“fC told them that I wanted no free- 
wheeling exposition of hypotheses or 
any effort made to conjecture about 
responsibility or likely objectives of 
the Watergate intrusion,” Helms wrote. 
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Heim’s corsa instrvietio on was ‘deliver! 
ed to Vernon Walters, then his deputy} 
director, un June 28, 1972. for guidance} 
in dealing with the FBI. Thus, 11 days| 
after the Watergate break-in, the na-i 
tion’s two sacrelive ag encies——the FBI: 
and CLA—were: Joeked in an antagonis-: 
tic struggle over how far the FBL 
should go in unraveling the crime. . 

The tlelms memo surtaces publicly} 
for the first time in Book IT of the: 
House Judiciary Committee’s evidence, 
released aes covering the Rey 
from june 17, 1972, to Feb. 9, 1973. It: 
lays out the facts—most aieaey eae 
lished—on the alleged attamnts of the 
; ee SUSE to interfera with the FBI 
ton of the break-in. 


{({ piapoints -the ambiguities in. 
“lnis’ cosition. He was under pres-| 
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The House committee evidence also| 
: provides a erucial link to President 
Nixon in the at tempts to have the CLAj 
the initial FBI investigation 
of Watergate in june 1972. 

Walters had written a memo int 
quoted Haldeman as saying! 
“It is the President’s wisn” to involvel 
the CTA. Walters later changed his 
recollection and said. he was not sure! 
Haldeman had made such a statement. 


However, in secrat Senate testimony! 


made public vesterday, Haldeman} 
says Walters’ initial recollection was 
eorréct.. . 2 | E 


In test imong : May 31, 1973. hefore 
the Senate Appropriations suocommit- i 
tee, Haldeman said, “I find it-is quite; 


more accurate than his subsequent: 
did say, “it is the President’s wish” 
because I beligved then and Tf believe 
now that.it was.” af 

The Judiciary Committee _ hare cative; 
also focuses on tne story of E . Howard: 
Hfunt, the former CIA employee who! 
helped plan the Watergate break-in’ 
and whose antics with borrowed CLA! 
rmed the agency’s top: 


telephone 
ene to Gen. Robert Cush- 
cdaputy CA direstor, in’ 
Lan insists that Hunt is! 


with 
from 
rman, 
w aich | bn 


is story in July 19 
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7 ne President and is to! 
haye anehe” treatraent at the. 
CLA. ; 
That phone call has been hutly dis- 
puted. Ehrlichmman has testified—as re- 
cantly as ihis week in federal court— 
eould not remember making 

ver, a secretary's notes on the! 

ne call are part af the comraitte a's. 
evidence. Acearding to those notes,! 


Fhriicaman told Cushman: 
“Twant to alert you that an old ac- 
quaintance, Howard Hunt, has been 


asked by the President to do some spe- | 


cial consultant. work on security proh:: 


iems. fie may ba contacting you some-: 
time inthe future for some assistance. 


T wanted you to know phat he wag in| 


; j 
fact doing some things foc the Presi- 
demt. He is a ee quaintance | 
with the people here. Ue may want! 


some help on computer runs and other’ 
things. You should consider he has, 
pretty much carte blanche.” 
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ean Ill and."others invine wine 
Flouse attempted to divert the FBI in-! 
vestigation of Watergate by implying | 
it would unearth: CIA seerets. - 

‘The Walters memorandum, suygest- 
ing that Apt tried to use the 
CIA to block the FBI probe, is crucial 
to the Ry The large amount of 
documentation involving Haideman’s: 
statements indicates tha Judiclary 
Committee staff. believes the state 
ments are evidence for impeachment: 
of the President, whose name Halde-. 
man invoked. ' 

Walters wrote that at the June 23 
meeting in the White House Haldeman: 
repeatedly warned that tae FBI inves- 
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witn a claim that CiA activities. in: 
Mexico — despite Uelms’s denial —. 


might be endangered. 


Haldeman was reluciant to comment 


on that when questioned by a Senate; 
Appropriations subcommittee in aes us 


tive session, in May 1973. A capy of 
that testimony was published eee 
day by the Judiciary Committee. Re- 


sponding reluctantly to questions by 
Chairman Jolin L, MeClelian (2-Ark.) 
Haldeman at first dismissed the ae 
count as Walters’ own “cnaracteriza- 
Lion” of the conversation. 

MeClellan: ‘is his characterization 
of the conversation wrong, or correct?” 


Halderman: “f have no material con- 
flict with it.” 
MeClellan: “Then you. said tat, or 


would 
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something like t that, | assume, 


Walters also wrofe in his memeran- 
dum that Tlaldeman said t Re affainy was 
bacoming “embarrassing.” 
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